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1 TIMOTHY. 11, r. 


THIS IS A TRUE SAYING, IF A MAN DESIRE THE 


OFFICE OF A head HE DESTRETY A G00p 
WORK, 925 


| "Taz word tranſlated 5 Office of 2 

Biſhop,” ſignifies any place of overſight or {uperinteny 
dance. But the connexion limits that of our text, 
and points us to the care and duty of a Chriſtian 
iſhop. Our tranſlators have therefore done well. 

And if we conſider the nature of the thing, and tlie 
raiſed eſteem which the Apoſtle had of the Chriſtian 
miniſtry, we ſhall be apt to think there is in the text, A 

a 7 th The matter is worthy of language more 7-7 £44 
exalted and expreſſive. The fallowi ing tente of the þ 
text, I conceive, is not too nervous. This is a 9 
faithful ſaying, and ſtrictly juſt, if a man deſire the 


office of a Biſhop, he defireth'a very good work, an I 
employment truly worthy and excellent; and of the 4 
higheſt moment.“ We: may do well on this ſweet 7 
and ſolemn occaſion, to qbſerve, agreeably to the text, 4 

I. Taar the department in the church, in which 4 


the chriſtian Biſhop-: acts, is full of labour, calling for 3 
conſtant attention and vigorous exertion. YN 
II. TxAr it is as excellent, honorable and import x 
ant, as it is laborious. W bene it follows, 0 
III. Tnar he, who truly deſires ſuch a ſtation and 
2 18 truly a worthy man, an exalted cha- 
racter, CovLD 


14 

ei I do the ſubject juſtice, I might promiſe 
my hearers, for their profound attention, an ample 
recompence. 

1. Tax department in the church of Cazisr, in 
which che ebriſtian- Biſhop acts, is full of labour, call- 
ing for conſtant attention and vigorous exertion. 

I HAVE no need to tell judicious hearers, that theſe 
lahours are not fo property thoſe of the hands and of 
the body, as of the mind and heart. It is an abom- 
ination, both in the eye pf.reaſpn,. and of revelation, 
for a chriſtian Biſhop to * be entangled with the af- 
fairs of, 15 life,“ N thing but neeeſſity will juſtify 
hang 89 tuation. "IM when the Levites and 

e lingers flee every one to his field, and neglect their 
proper duties, driven by compulſive want, the ſacrile- 
gious detainers of their portions are enemies to God 
and then Own ſouls; ànd reſerve to themſelves, not 
a bleſſing, but a feurtad ce. 

SEPARATED from ſecular employments; 100 the la- 

bors of the body, the ſervants of the fanctuary ſhould 

_ diligently exerciſe their moral and intellectual powers. 

Otherwiſe, they will never accomplili 6 good 
work” affigned them. 

2 very pr ren for the work of the Chriſtian 
mi iniſtry demands much mental labour. Much ſtu- 
dy is a wearineſs to the fleſh ;* and therefore, many 
ruth into the miniſtry without it. | Nevertheleſs, he 
Me would be a man of God approved, muſt fuſtain 

The languages in which the holy . are 
licks) ſhould be underſtood by the minifters of 
Chriſt... But this is an acquiſition, which a ſlothful 
ſoul will never poſſeſs. For, it cannot be obtained 
without much ſtudy. A conſiderable acquaintance 
with Sacred Hiſtory is a valuable attainment in a Biſh- 
op. And he muft ſpend much time in ſedulous ap- 
plication of mind, if he would gain the uſetul knowl-, 
edge of the characters of the various inſpired writers, 
bf the rimes in which they Hved, of the zſages and c. 
ors to which they reter, of the phroſenlogy of ſacred 
” "uo, 


3 
vrit, and of the r harmony and eben wi) of 
deſign which run through the books of inſpiration. 
And without a good degree of this knowledge; he ne: 

ver can be a warkman, that needeth not to r 
ed. And a large courſe of ſtudy is generally neceſia · 
xy to enable a man to fee fully the ſenſe of Sacxed 
Writ ; and to riſe above their — who reſt, knows 
ing only the words. This is very unhappy; And 
when men of this character attempt to teach others, 
Oh! how do they © wreſt the tcriptures !” laying 
mighty ſtreſs on light matters; paſſing over the m 
8 ; leaving their Hearory untaught and: pave 
verted | 

Lr the Chriſtian Biſhop be a Scaibe, of hatin * 
may ſay, He is inſtructed in the hings of the kingdom 
of Gd! 

Ax the moral qualifications of the Chr Biſhs 

may require as much labour, as his intellectual. 
11 we will truly learn theſe from the Sacred Books, we 
ſhall never believe a man can obtain them without 
vaſt Seif-Denial, and a long and prayerfal courſe of 
obedience to God. © A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, yig- 
ilant, ſober, of good behaviour, given to hoſpitality, 
apt to teach, not given to wine, no ſtriker, not greedy 
of filthy lacre, but patient; not a brawler, not covet- 
ous, not ſoon angry, a lover of good men, Juſt, holy, 
temperate, holding faſt the faithful word.” If a man 
ſhall be fo fober, righteous and godly, and ſo crucified 
. his affect ions and ufs, and fo auvanced in the Chriſt- 

tan temper, even after many humble and pious efforts, 
and under the grace of Heaven too, we muſt believe he 
is not a dull ſcholar, not a ſlothful Chriſtian. In- 
deed he hath'profited above many of his equalss. 

And; if the preparation for the ſervice of the ſane- 

coſt ſo much, what will the fervice itſelf a- 
mount 10! Js it, indeed, a little thing ſor one to **itake 
heed to himſelf, that his whole conduct becomes tbe 
goſpel, and the elevated ſtation of a Biſhop; and alſo 
« to feed the church of God”. with the ſincere 2 | 


of the word? Here is ample room for laborious ſtudy, 
and ardent ſupplication. For, who is ſufficient for 
theſe things? Is it an eaſy thing to give a clear, ſat- 
isfackory; and practical view of the ſcheme of our re- 
dempttofi through the Son of God's love ? And yet 
this is of the laſt importance. The Chriſtian Paſtor 
muſt feed the ſheep with this food; which the ſcrip- 
| tures alone afford. Natural, of eſſential Religion, 
though glorious in itſelf, and the complacency of an- 
gels, is too ſtrong meat for the fckly ſons of Adam. 
However they may bear it, in connexion with the 
healing grace of Jeſus, they cannot receive it alone. 
The goſpel only heals the ſick, gives ſight to the blind, 
and deliverance to the captives: The Chriſtian Biſh- 
op muſt convince men, that they are ſinners, needing 
redemption in both parts of it, pardon of ſin, and ren- 
ovation of nature; and that Chriſt is; accordingly, 
their righteonſneſs and ſtrength. Theſe things, he 
muſt never ſeparate. The goſpel, bringing ſalvation, 
always teaches repentance as well as faith, as neceſſa- 
ry to the full poſſeſſion of it? He that will make a 
religion of faith without repentante, or of repentance 
without faith; ſeparates what God hath joined; and 
muſt expect for himſelf a ſeparation from the ſheep, 
another day. To teach, explain, and inculcate theſe 
graces, or theſe duties, in their large and comprehen- 
ſive ſenſe. 15 the peculiar and principal buſineſs of a 
Chriſtian Biſhop, as a teacher in Chriſt's ſchool. The 
means to be uſed, which under grace lead to them, 
their real and true nature, and their genuine effects, 
will claim Ris time, his attention, and his diligence. 
Ap while he lays before his hearers all the motives 
of life and death, to perſuade them, he muſt add 
prayer to Him from whom the ſucceſs cometh. For, not 
only to the miniſtry of the word, but to prayer, 
muſt he give himſelf. And he will ſoon find, that 
be muſt attend to both theſe parts of his work. 
And he will probably, be both grieved and aſton- 
iſhed, to ſce ſo good a work, ſo little advanta- 
3 i 
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poo to the ſouls of men. Yet, he muſt perſevere, 
patient, laborious, and in earneſt. He muſt paint 
the- pleaſures of religion in their moſt alluring calpyrs, 
to gain the deliberate! and decided: choice and prefer- 
ence of the heart. And the terms of the Lanp 
may not be hidden from ſuch as ungratefully and mad- 
by reject the tenders of mercy. If they will reject 
the counſel of Gap againſt themſelves,” he will be 
pure, and their blood reſt on their own heads. He 
215 not, however, to leave them ſuddenly. He muſt 
inſtruct them in meekneſs and patience, and vary bis 
add reſſes to them in wiſdom and mercy, while hope 
remains. And when he finds any teachable and ſub- 
miſſive, he muſt gladly aid them in the purſuit of 
truth, and motives of duty. He muſt aſſure them, 
that conſcious integrity, peace with Gop, and hope of 
glory, are the chriſtian's beſt portion on earth, and 
the beſt preparation for heaven. Faith and repen- 
tance, love to the eyer-blefied Gop; and obedience to 
his wiſe laws, will always adorn their lives, render them 
uſeful in their day, and advance their meetneſs for full 
ſalvation. Theſe duties of the chriſtian biſhop will a- 
bundantly employ his heart, and his head. 
. - Maxr, however, may think all this is but a ſmall 
1 r of the duty, and the burden of tlie man of Gov. 
«Moſt of this is a pleaſant and ſweet employ, carrying 
its teward with it. But the ſuperadded labors and ſor- 
-rows- of the chriſtian: paſtor, occaſioned by the grand 
adverſary of and his agents, are, perhaps, too nu- 
merous for any pen to recount; and which few, very 
ſew, without experience, will ever realire. To be op- 
poſed in our beſt works, to be diſappointed in our 
moſt benevolent aims, to be loved the leſs, becauſe we 
- ye much, to be made offenders for a word, to be 
called the friends of mammon while we are the ſer- 
vants of 'Gop, to be deemed hirelings, when, in great 
part, we eat our own-bread in the ſweat of qur faces, 
o be reputed ſlothful, when we have ſpent our beſt 
time and ſtrength in the ſervice. of thę very people 
, B who 
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| who thus reproach us; to meet, T-ſay, with theſe, or 

| ſuch! like things, - is-to-find ſomething: harder than all 

| the proper and direct duties of the .ebriftian biſhops 

| And; let me tell him, his lot will-be: uncommon, if he 
never experiences any thing of the kind. Theſe trials 

call mightily: for the zuorł of our fauh, the Iabom of 

N But lote, and the patience of our hope. We' ſhall 

| \ Med. vaſt labor with ourſelves to keep alive within us 

| 

| 


Mthe meekneſs and pentleneſs of Chriſt, and with His 
1. ſpirit to inſtruct them that oppbſe themſelves. And 
| | 1 how much up r nα,]v l employment will ſuch enemies oc- 
} | 


raſion for us We may foon find ourſelves at our very 
wit's end, while we labour to remove prejudice and 
miſtake, malice: aud errors, from the minds of thoſe, 
for whoſe ſalvation we daity labor, and de voutiy pray. 
And, after all the labor, which wiſdom and fidelity 
lead us to N we may find d eee mik 
car 1 de <6 
is let the man ol Go be a 805 From ſuch tri- 
rudy and new labors, as we can expect, ſtill his duty is 
abundant, and bis labor ever before him. Ie will 
- probably find many parents in his charge, who neither 
adorn the goſpel themſelves, nor! take due pains' to 
— up their children for the ſervice of their Redeem- 
' And youth, never taught by precepy, or example. 
a — up, GOD knows how ignorant, and how 
wicked! How much work will thele afford the biſli- 
op, Who, froit his ſoul, longs: r that he may 
fee (them waking in the truth! And, if a wind of 
doctrine ſhould 5 blow among thorn, how readily will 
they be driven before it, and coft him mighty pains to 
bring them back; if, eee can ever do it ! 
Mok OVER, to guard his ungodlineſs, 
An infidelity, on the one hand, mi againſt ſuperſti- 
tion, and the dreams of viſionaries, on the-other, will 
generally require great fidelity, and the wiſdom of ex- 
perience. And, in general, to warn every man, and 
teach every man, will enlarge r 12 ae, -+k- 
"one tume precious. 7 0 pon 
* 5 Nu 
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AvD wiſely to ably the divine promiſes and Meer. 
hop to the fouls of men, is an hard and critical taſk, 
They are very prone t6 proceed filly in this matter. 
Humble ſouls mourn and are full of fears, while their 
hearts are right with God: But the proud and fe 
ri ro bteons fay, they are pure, before they are walked 
from their fins. The Hand of a very ſkilful phyſician 
15 here required; and if the patient do not eſteem him 
alſo, the cure may never be effected. Bo aborious and 
trying is the ſtation of a chriſtian preacher and paſtor 
I ſuppoſe no other man can eaſily lay to him, «© Tam 
able-to put my foul in the place of yours, and feel all 
that you feel. But let not the man of God faint: 
His conſolations are as peculiar, and as great, as are his 
labours and his ſufferings. For, 4 

2. His ſtation is as excellent, as kondurable nd as 
important, as it is Iaborious, * And He that ordains 
his work, is wiſe and munificent in his rewards. The 
wotthy-znd. excellent nature of the miniſterial ſervice 
may be inferred from the fitles gixen to goſpel-miniſ- 
ters; and from their employment itſelf: Are thay not 
ſtewards of the myſteries of God, ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, angels or meſfengers to the churches, overſeers 
or biſhops of Chriſt's flock; and workers together with 
God, watching for the welfare of immortal being? 

ü And their employment itſelf 1 is of the moſt exalted, be- 
nevolent and godlike nature. "They are, under Jeſus, | 
the divine ſhepherd, employed to' deſtroy the works of 
the devil, to deliver fouls from the power of darkneſs 
and ſin, and to bring them to a kingdom of holineſs 
and ij Joy: 'To- re&ify the diforders' which ſatan had 
made in God's moral Kingdom on carth, and bring a- 
bundant glory to the Mok f High, and to make rehel- 

lious men his good fubjects, Hes the gtand ends of 
Chriſt the Saviour, of his goſpel, and of his miniſters. 

And the glory of the Supreme Ruler of the world, in 
its connexion with our righteouſneſs and felicity, is ſo 
great an object, that no man on earth can purſue a 
'greates, And this 18 s the end which the chriſtian biſh- 


* 


\ Lg 


op op is ſo conſtantly and ardently to ſeek... To thi he 


applies all the powers of his mind, with all its acquired 
furniture, both intellectual and moral. * 


lt | | can theſe powers, and this furniture be better directed. 


For this grand object, for theſe vaſt and connected 
pourpoſes, the Son « God left the glory of heaven, be- 
came a man, hved in labour, and died in agonies. For 
| ' theſe he aſcended on bigh, and at the Father's right 
j hand ſtill 3 In — * 2. the army of 
ts, and the company of t es laboured. 
| A render it Naw = Al the Holy Ghoſt came 
Ih down from heaven. In ſhort the redemption of the 
| world by Jeſus Chriſt, in all its extenſive and glorious 
i)  _-nature, is the moſt grand and benevolent; of all the 
works * the re himlelt, mo which. we are ac- 


„ „ 


dare fiſhers of men; — . their 3 — — 
Iyx inſtrumental, falls infinitely, ſhort, of his, yet if i it 
bears the leaſt analogy, the — diſtant reſemblance, 
if in any, even the leaſt ſenſe, they may be ſaid 10 fave 
 Themſetves, and them that bear them; I muſt and will 
maguiſy their office. I ſhould not wonder, if I ſaw the 
eloquent orators of the bar, caſt away their briefs to 
embrace the bible, yea, the moſt grave and reverend 
of our judges deſdend from their bench of judicature 
to aſcend the pulpit, nay, I ſhould not be amazed, if 
1 themſelves ſhould. lay aſide their ſoeptres, and 
come preachers of the goſpel. In the patriarchal 
days, when the ſlreams of wiſdom, being nearer the 
. were leſs muddied, the King and the Prieſt 

were 


f 
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| were the ſame. I: could inform thoſe. whonk ithe the 
thought would perhaps make Merry, of a preaching 
monarch. . do ler eee a III. preach» 
ing from the 2 Canterbury not ALFRED the 
. — king of the gt Saxons, who employed himſelf 
much this way z 00m CongTANTING the — 
| thought it not beneath the imperial purple, to 
and pray in the but a ſtill 
than theſe, even Solo R. — _—_ — 
when judgment was moſt ripa, When experience hail 
ſtrengthened i it, he wrote a wh he thus eu 
titles: Jbe wordt of the preachers. the fon of Dauia ing 
of Fervſalem, And {o far is he from being aſhamed df 
the pious character mingling with the; ward that be 
repeats it, 1 he preacher toas king over: Ira in Feraſ 
© A FISHER of men | Sball any be thought too ho- 
rious in fuch an emplo oyment? Can any be tod anz 
ious about the ſucceſs? Can miniſters: be -blamed if 
. they cry aloud and {pare not, if they lift up their voie 
_ like a trumpet? Or rather, de not they who are faith- - 
ful, blame themſelves, that their zeal is ſo little, — ol 
the occaſion is ſo urgent ? I will add nothing to thete 
ſtreams of devout eloquence. Is not the work of a 
cChriſtian biſhop good, excellent, benevolent, —_— 
ant, beyond — o Then, 19,031; 
3 Hz that truly defires i it, 10 A good-ruan, atv ex- 
<ollen and godlike man, Wy rag 
Mis rAxE me not. I do wok Satire inden. 
that every one who deſires to preach, or be in the place 
ol a chriſtian biſhop, deſerves to divine a character. 
God forbid! A man may deſire the Sonar of fuchia 
ſtation, or the /iving annexed, as no doubt thouſands 
. bave done, without a love to the zur annened. A 
man, diſappointed in other buſineſs, or too indolent 
by labour with his hands, may crouch to one that has 
right of prefentation, and ſay, Put me into our of tbe 
wie s offices, that { may eat u piece of bread. When the 
— affords large /ivings to her clergy, ſhe mayex- 
| n to be cemaptod,, as ſhe often hath; been, by the 
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* 
worſt o men. coming in ctouds to her ſervice. But, 
here the zeal ĩs for fat beneſtes; and not for the good 
work, the benevolent employment ofa chriſtian Piſfr- 
op. And men, ignorant and unp. inciplea, void of all 
miniſterial qualifications, neither prophets nor ſons of 
prophets, may deſire prefumpt toully to be teachers; 
not knowing what: tliey ſay; nor underftanding, the 
things which they:impiouſly affirm. Not ſent by God, 
— "Ne mat — not, 4 _— thal not 11 


Par withoyt e 6 — — ere reg Nang 
leſs than the love of God and of man for God's lake, 
can make him chuſe to ſpend and be ſpent, in the ſer- 
vice of both. And as this is the nobleſt of all princi- 
ples, ſo is it eminently neceſſary for a chriſtian Biſhop. 
As this eminently exalts him; and makes him a great 
and good man: So the want of it leaves him one of the 
moſt vile, miſerable, and wicked creatures in the 
world. Deſtitute of this, he will find his work an 
intolerable urden: not only as it is a work, and an 
hard one; but as it is oppoſite to the prevailing choice, 
and governing temper of his ſoul. He will ſcarcely 
do a miniſterial duty, or think of his vows, and not 
find himſelf reproved, afflicted, tormented. The 
Lord be merciful to all of us, who are under OED. {0- 
-lemn engagements ; and make all afraid of haſte in 
making them. But ſince the love of God is ſo neceſſary 
Vor à cbriſtian biſhop, and all men, offering themſelves to 
the ſervice of the ſunctuary, pretend io it, ii 7s the ſa rfety 
- of the CHURCH, © that' God hath. given us, in various 
bt anches, the neceſſary qualifications of Chriſt's miniſters. 
We can not judge of the heart of another man, intu- 
itively, but by the fruits. By the ſcriptural qualifica- 
tions 1 a miniſter then, we are ſolely to * — 
eſe 


15 
Thefe are our rule, and of this we may judge. By this ev- 
ery candidate for the miniſtry is to be tried. And ſince 
theſetare our only rule, left by a God of wiſdom and 
mercy; we muſt believe they are ſufficient for their 
deſign. And when a church, thus following her rule, 
and devoutly aſtting the divine blefling, gains her ob- 
ject, a paſtor good and great, ſhe is eminently bleſſed. 
She: will” have before her eyes, the charming piłiure, 
which ſhe is to follow to glory and bliis. And from 
his zipt will flow the melliferous ſtreams of joy and 
falyation:/ And they will have à faithful friend and 
counſellor at all times, in ſickneſs and health, proſperi- 
ty ahd adverſity; whoſe greateſt joy will be to fee 
them walking inthe. truth. ' Theſe are the bleſſings, the 

vaſt: viaffngs: of dd,: promiſed to the diſriples ; whoſe eyes 
Iqhall fee I beir Idar fru their own' teachers, fixed amom 
hem, and ever near and ready 10 help hem. How glo- 
riouſly different is this ſituation from that of God's 
people in ancient days, many of whom ſeldom faw a 
: teaching prieſt! And alſo from the choſen lot of thoſe 
In our times, whoſe yagrant teachers ate fixed, neither 
Bere nor there; but roam for prey in all places, where 
[miſchief is to be done, and where ſheep are to be ſcat- 
tered. oft 3 nom 10 2 3336398 is 275} ONS: PIC * in 
I' chriſtian biſhop, the evangelical paſtor, << hath 
another ſpirit in him, and a more heavenly work be- 
fore him. While his flock look up to him with jey 
and confidence, as to their teacher and beſt friend. 
-He rejoices to inſtruct them, and to lead them in the 
. paths:of peace and righteoufneſs. He is fixed in his 
poſt, a paſtor of one flock ; whote happineſs is the end 
of his life, and the dbject of his:prayers. In this de- 
partment he finds abundant employment, which is His 
delight. For His labour is his choice, ſuited to bis beſt 
frelings, and moſt devout deſires. And his charac- 
ter, Already great and good, morally ſo, ſo in the eyes 
"of God and of Angels, will ſtill improve, till it is per- 
n let in the world of love. He hath devoted his time 
and his ſoul to the moſt worthy and improving jim 
£14 | 
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— 
And the end will be thus -glotiois.- And he is in the 
hope alſo of having many ſouls, as the crown- of his 
Wigieing in the day of the Lord. He will be found 
$0 barg had: che true taſte for ſclid glory ers 
greatne(s, When mes and actions ſhall be weighed! | 
How ample and kal ol inſttucien would: be the 
te this fubject- 
Funk we-tonfider the Sande of our A 
antithe natute cf men, in connection with our theme, 
we ſee alſo, in vitid colours, the wiſdom and grace of 
Heaven, in giving to the church ſubordinate and 
Are peſs : And the happineſa of thoſe church- 
— — thein/that are ver them in the Lord, 
—— them, highly in lere for their works ſake ; 
Are at peaze among themſelves: . And the great du- 
M * their utmoſt to raiſe the, office 
ef biſhop. to its deſerved b⁰ðmf; for the want of 
which; the cauſe of the Redeerher does at this time, 
4 gminentlyr ſuffer: And an indtuible blot! on the 
Sander ot thoſe, who imitate the moſt infamous 
character in it * 4 and . make prieſts 
f the loweſt of che praple : And the hoppines.of 
that good paſtor who is over a teachable and peaceful 
flock ; ooh alſo the bleſſedneſs of ſuch a flock. T0 
wat man who puſſeſſes the ſpirit of chriſtianity, and 
80 —— ———ů—— mercy; Lk now 
A ng ſight more pleatiog beneath the realms of joy. 
Their mutual; duties are done 4n love, and God ſmiles 
donc their union and bolineſs; and delighted obſervers 
dexglaim, This is no other W Houle ef. 
and) the family of heaven. tag & to 
i Let thoſe 3 whoſe Areadthil- en tels 
tou ibe-goſpolaninyſiry, remember, they are great e- 
Dermies to Gad and to their n ſouls ; and that the 
- Anlpilers of holy things and holy men, have been, and 
; punifhed- — vengeance. Let my 
| Brethrey in the high and holy , ſuffer: me to 
. it becometh; us to take heed; 2nd to maintain | 
— 2 . rnd 000 0:07 


MY 


2 

„ MY DEAR BROTHER, | 175 

THis addreſs meets you with a peculiar Proprie ty, 
and from an heart that feels for you. Shall I rejoice 
with you, or: condole ? Your work is abundant, and 
your trials may be heavy. But your labour is good, 
benevolent, godlike. I rejoice, that your temporal 
proſpect is ſo pleaſing. Prize it prigeipally, as it en- 
courages your hope of uninterrupted employment in 
your office. We hope you have weighed your choice, 
examined your weakneſs, tried your inchnation, felt 
your duty, and leatned where wildom and ſtrength 
are to be found, But let me ſay freely and faithtully, 
you can never be too ſure that you hb your work, 
that the honor of God, and the ſa vation f ſouls 
poſſeſs and govern you. Never forget it, ycur hap- 
pineſs is not to be ſeparated, cannat he ſeparated from 
your duty. Leaving the latter, the former will :far- 
everifly from your eager embrace. What God and 
nature have joined no art. or ſtrength can put aſunder. 
And hath he not ever placed our work before our Le- 
ward, and made the one neceſſary and preparatory to 
the other? Fear nat then too much ſervice; nor in- 
dulge too little faith. I an Tei you;always. ſhould give 
lupertor') Jay to peur heart, and fill it with zeal and ac- 
tivity. Hope of ſucceſs alſo comes from this quarter. 
And how 90 gn this be! To ſee. improvement 
in nature is ſweet to;the;eyes.. The eld and the gar- 
den, ariſing from the once uncultivated ſoil and the 
rugged wilderneſs, give pleaſure to the mind. But 
when men, once defiled with ſin and ſervants of cor- 
ruption, ſhall riſe to moral cleanneſs and beauty, and 
put on the; garments of ſalvation, the feeling cbriſtian 
will find a nobler pleaſure. To lee ſuch god: truit 
from the heavenly ſeed of the word; will fill your ſoul 
with ſuch-conſolation, 8s will lead yon to Jook down, 
not with pridę, but with indifference, on the. moſt 
naughty monarch of the globe. How bleſt will theſe 
ſauls he] And how will they add to your crown! Let 
ww asd enge ea work. eee dll 
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you with divine ambition, an ambition entirely conſiſt- 
ent with all the humility of the goſpel. Should you 


fail of this ſucceſs; and yet be faithful, your work is 


with your God, and in his eyes vou ſhall be glorious. 
You may not expect a total freedom from the Mic. 


lions of the miniſtry, All the pleaſure, which your 


proſpect gives you, enters our hearts alſo. We hope, 
your people are too 2/e to think your happineſs and 
theirs run in different ſtreams; and too good to add to 
your burdens. Their unanimity, and their love to 
you raiſe our hopes, animate our withes, and give wings 
to our prayers. But are you not in the ſame world, 
and liable to be oppoſed by the ſame enemies, who 


Have tried the fidelity and wiſdom of other biſhops ? 


And you are cones. />va harneſs on. Put on indeed 
the whole armour of God, and expect the battles of 
the Lord. Theſe weapons are not carnal, to uſe them 
well, be as wiſe as a ſerpent, and as harmleſs as à dove. 
Adorn your great character. Love your good work, 
and make full proof of your miniſtry. So (hall the 
arrows of malice be blunted, and the reproackes of 
the wicked ſhall not cleave to you. Inſtruct in meek - 
neſs alt that oppoſe themſelves; and pray for them 


that perſecute you. Take your inſtructions from the 


fountain of wiſdom and grace, and let the ſcriptures 
be your oracle. Bow your foul to God, that he may 
guide your ſacred ſtudies, give you to ſee, to feel, and 
to impart the unmixed truth. Let all your hte prove 
to beholders, that you love your good work, while 
they ſee you an ornament in your otfice, and a bleſſing 
to men. 3 | Z 9 „ e 
" * Gop' be with the 


e, my Brother, and bleſs thee.— 
Fo ſhow the temper of the goſpel, be a lamb, and a 
dove. To ſuit the weeping ſaint, and to bleſs the 
hardy ſinner, be a Barnabas, and a Boanerges. Be all 


things, but unfaithfulneſs, to all men; if you may 


ſave the more. Let tiiat divine charity, which is the 

compendium and object of the religion of Jeſus, be 

cultivated with peculiar eare. Put this on, as your 

uppet garment; not ſo as entirely to concea] your = th 
£4 | - 


FO 
end hope 3 but fo as to appear firſt to the obſerver, as 


the moſt prized, moſt conſpicuous, and moſt becom+. . 


ing part of your chriſtian and epiſcopal dreſs. And, 
after you ſhall have worn it for length of days on earth, 
to your oun exceeding benefit, and that of many o- 
thers, may you appear in that alone in heaven, where 
faith and hope have no place. 


B RETHREN IN CHRIST, 3 . 
WE joy with you, ſeeing the proſpect of ſettling a 
paſtor over you in perfect peace aud union, after you have 
io long been as ſheep without a ſhepherd. The uz 
nanimity and liberglity, with which you proceed in 
this very weighty bufgneſs, are much to your honour, _ 
May God pour bleſſings down upon you a thouſand» 
fold, for the honour done to him by“ your ſubſtance.“ 
May your expectations of peace with holinels, under 
the care of your choſen guide, be amply fulfilled.— 
That they may indeed be {o; encourage him with all 
your hearts, that he may go through the arduous, yet 
pleuſing duties of his great office. And be very dili - 
gent and prayerful to profit by them. Otherwiſe, 
ye act againſt yourſelves, vaur.ty expect miracles, and 
defeat your uwn intentions. #br/axe not the Levite as 
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enthuſiaſin are t60 common. And thus all this loſs 
: of good, and growth of evil may be owing, principal - 


ly and origmaily, to the very unprofitable, thouꝑh cho- 
ten neglect of the Levites. This ſubject, though ten 
times more important to the ſouls of men than many 
believe, is generally unpopular and unpleafing. We will 
cloſe it in fe words. We are glad, my brethren, that 
you can bear it. As your conduct, reſpecting it, is 
to your praiſe, we pray it may Profit others. Forgive 
me, I beſeech you, and bear with me in my Folly.— 
Will you perſevere to teach your Fellow- Chriſtians, 
that your miniſter is a man, needing food and raiment, 


to enable him, without diftraQion, to ſerve you If 


they will learn this leſſon of you, you will greatly ſerve 
the intereſts of God's kingdom below. For, I verily 


believe that ſcores of miniſters in this land might be 


&f btoice the ſervice in their office, if diſentangled with 
the affairs of this life. For how can they labour in 
their Mee, aud be at work for daily bread at the ſame 


time r And what hope cal they have of winning to 
Chriſt ſouls that habitually and willingly think his in- 


ſtitutions and commands are. grievous, and love the 


world more than Gd? But I forbear. I wiſh to of- 
ſend no man. If any are offended at the truth of Je- 


fus, they are offended #1 him. As his ſervant, I have 
deli vered his Truth. My brethren, 25 miniſter is 


and be faith- 
ful ter his work; Sweeten his ſervice among you.— 


Still 7 be bim. Atend with ſeriouſneſs and prayer on 
bis inftructiens. Receive them in love, and practiſe 
| agrecably. Be kind to bim, when trouble ſhall come 
upon hin. And never leave him, in your perſons or 
in your affections, till his life or bis doctrines diſagree 
with that faith and repentance, that love of God and 
obedience to Jeſus, which make the chriſtian, and a- 
dern the goſpel. In this courſe God will be with you 


and bleſs yo and your paſtor muſt love you tender- 


iy, eeunt) you ( fellow-helpers to the truth.” And 
berve you day and nights and with all bis beat. God 


give 


2 


give you this, all thas, true and real bleſfedneſs! Treat 
Jour miniſter, eſpecially before your children. and: ths 
riſing generation, as a mar of God, and their heſt friend; 
Fhis will ſerve them exceedingly, and make him d- 
foamed to act beneath his high, and moſt benevolent 
office. Yon may not think, on the other hand, -how 
much injury you da your children, when they heat 
you deſpiſe him. T he time of youth 1 is yery precious. 
k it not the moulding age? Aſk your reaſon, your obſer- 
vation, your bible. Will they nat now imbibe the {pir- 
it of virtue and feligion, or the ſpirit of the world 3 
God and reaſon ſay, Train up a child in the way 
he ſhould go; and when he is old he ſhall not depart 
from it.“ 5 I had almoſt ſaid, he can nor. On the 
reverſe, train him up in ſin, and you will probably 
have bitter cauſe to ſay, referring to him, and on ſome 
future and mourning day, his on iniquities ſhall 
take the wicked himſelf, and he ſhall be holden with 
the cords of his fins. He ſhall die without inſtruction, | 
and in the greatneſs of his folly he ſhall go aſtray,” — 
Let then your beloyed-children, the ow of your owl 
bowels, and the moſt moving objects of your affec+ 
tions, and the daily ſubjects of your prayers, fee that 
you prize the word of God, the miniſters of Gad, and 
the day of God. So- ſhall they reyerence holy things, 
and believe, that all bleſſings come down from above. 
For yourſelves, Attend diligently. and prayerſully on all 
the ordinances of God, and uſe the appointed means 
- ce, as means, and as under God leading to the 
end, the purification of your fouls. And God grant, 
| what you may neyer reſt ſhort of it. May that Jeſus, 
who holds the ſtars in his right hand, hold alſo your 
r, and: for many” days yet ta come; and make you 
happy, walk ing in his light. Finally, brethen, fare- 
well: Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, 
hve 1 in peace; and the God of love and ptace bewith 
ou.” 
5 To this aſſembly a word. You have en the ex- 
cellency and the kindneſs of the chriſtian miniſtry. It 
15 
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22 
is an appointment, not of men, but of a God, and a 
God of boundleſs compaſſion. It is for your good, 
tending, in its deſign and nature, to prepare you for 
all the honour and felicity of which you are capable. 
The goſpel is a joyful ſound. The man of God brings 
you good tidings, He repeats in your ears the ſong; 
of angels, which deſerves all the gratitude of your ſouls, 
„Glory to God in the higheſt, peace on earth, good 
will to men.“ Therefore, whoſoever ſhall call on the 
name of the Lord ſhall be faved.”” . Rejoice at the 
melting ſounds of the divine love ; but rejoice with 
trembling : For all do not receive and obey the gol- 
ot And the obedient alone ſhare its eternal bleſſings, 
e in earneſt, and pray always, that God would give 
you ſuch a knowledge and ſuch a ſenſe of the goſpel, 
as that it may prove his wiſdom and power to your 
ſalvation, leading you to repentance, and obedience 
fincere. Walk in the light while it ſhines around 
you. Now is the accepted time; abuſe it not, un- 
der the deluſive hope of future repentance. God on- 
ly knows where you will be to-morrow, Beſides, that 
fin 1s-exceedingly finful, which the blind ſinner com- 
mits, in preferring the ſervice and the rewards of ſatan 
to thoſe of God; and in being thus voluntary in de- 
parting from God for. the preſent. What can quench 
that ſpirit more, on which this very ſinner depends for 
his repentance and life? Trembling at ſuch conduct, 
diligently improve your talents, And, in connexion 
with your other duties done, and other advantages re- 
garded, hear and receive your miniſters. And God 
grant that they may be to you all, not a ſaviour of 
death unto death, but of life unto. life. Then ſhall 
ye join in the ſong of the redeemed : «< Unto.him that 
loved us, and . Be us from our fins in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings and prieſts unto God and his 
father; to him be glory and dominion forever and e- 
ver. Amen.“ | | 
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A Tur ſervice to which you have devoted yours 
ſelf, dear Sir, and for which you are now ſeparated, in 
the primitive ſcriptural method, by prayer, with the 
impoſition of hands, is of high and ſacred importance. 
It is the work of the goſpel miniſtry. The honour of 
God, the honour of the great Redeemer, the intereſt 
of his kingdom, and the everlaſting happineſs of men, 
are cloſely connected with it. The object of your ap- 
pointment is, to“ urn men from darkneſs to light, and from 
the power of ſatan unto God, that they may receive forgive 
#eſs of fins and inberitance among them who are Jn * 
Ap as a new and ſpecial relation is now formed, by 
mutual conſent, between you and the church and peo- 
a in this town, you are to conſider them as particu- 
rly committed to your paſtoral care—for. whole © ſeals 

yo are to watch as one that myſt give atcount.” 8 
_ CRrARITY; which thinketh no evil, induces us to 
hope and believe that you enter 1nto the miniſtry 
with a pure intention, and under the influence of e- 
vangelical motives—that your heart's defire is, to pro- 
mote the divine glory in the falvation of men hat 
you take the overſight of this flock, not by conflraint but wil- 
lingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. 8 
. ALTHOUGH we claim no authority over you, for one 
is our maſter even Chriſt, and all we are brothers, yet 
in fidelity to this divine maſler, we adinoniſh you to 
take heed to the minifiry which you have received in the 
Lord, to fu it. V 

. Tas golpel of Jzsvs CHRIST is now committed 
to your. truſt—4a ſyſtem of religion every way complete 
and eee Ft no amendments, and incapable 
of receiving any from men, however great and _ 

| | * 
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It c confains that treaſure of divine truths which you 
are to deliver to your people. F rom this you are to 
1 your dactrines; and by this yon are to be directed 
e in declaring the will of Gop, and in eve: 
anch of minifterial duty. Let it be your care, 
be ts Obtain a thorough acquaintance with it. 
SEARCH the ſcriptures with diligence and impar- 
tiality—with a 1 en to the admiſſion of divine 
truth—comparing , ſpiritual things with ſpiritual and 
imploring the gracions aid of the father f lights. that 
you way know what is the good and acceptable and per- 
fe will of God, and become 4 ſrt well vnfirufted 70 
Se Ring dom of heaven. 

. Preath 255 word: Heath, the got) pel, in 2 its urity 
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chu by Cl. 2 urin has uncorruptneſs, gravi 
Pits 2 0 fomid ſpeech, whith cannot be e 35 
tufant in Jensen, and out of ſeuſon. Reprove, rebuke, ex- 
Sort, with 400 7 5 ering and dottrine. Take heed to u 
the fark, over which the Holy 'Ghoft bath made yon un o- 
ver/zer, 10 feed the churth of "Grd Thirh he hath purcha- 
Fit with His ben b bod. | Study to ſtie rv your ſeſ approved 
2710 C e workiman tht needeth not to ve Ae, ri ts ht- 
y droiding the word of thuth. 
'& inlie Ian in prayer, to the (3 God of all grace, for 
a divine influence and bleffing t to accompany your min- 
iftrations, thiit you, may not run in vain, nor labour in vain, 
"ADMINISTER the ordinances of the goſpel and pre- 
fide in the church, according to the direckions of holy 
ſcripture, and with a view to the advancement of the 
eh of Chrift's kingdom. ; 
bands ſuddenly oh no man. When ever you are 
call be to this "TEES be careful to introduce into the 
miniltry, "Faithful men who ſhall be able to teach others. 
"WrTLsT you are aiming to make full proof of your 
miniſtry, and uſing your beſt endeavou:s:to promote 
the good ſucceſs of the goſpel aman your people; be 
i onst to become a Partaker in the bleſſell effects 


LE it with them. Let your | heart be right” with 1 
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and maintain in your mind a holy concern, leſt after 
having preached to others, you yourfelf ſhould be a caH . 
Luxx your whole life be inſtructive and exemplary 
—contforimed to the rules of the goſpel and tree from 
every thing which has a tendency to obſtruct your uſe- 
fulneſs, or bring. a reproach upon the chriſtian religion. 
Be an example of the believers, in word, in comverſation, 
in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. Let you tight 
fo ſhine before ment that they may ſee your good works aud 
glory your father who is in heaven. | 
W wiſh you happy, Sir, in the eſteem and affection 
of a kind, friendly, and generous people, whoſe at- 
tachment to you will not be eaſily ſhaken, or ſudden- 
ly withdrawn. But your lot will be ſingular indeed, 
i you ſhould never be a partaker of the afflictions of 
the goſpel—if your faithful councils and admonitions 
- ſhould meet with no unchriflian reſentment, from any, 
if you ſhould have no trouble, from the ignorant and 
' unſtable, from unquiet ſpirits, and menof corrupt minds. 
© UNDER ſuch trials, you will need the wiſdom of the 
. ſerpent, and the innocence of the dove. Inſtruct with 
meekneſs and patience be faithful in the diſcharge of 
duty, enduring hardneſs as a good ſoldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Seek the eſteem and friendſhip of all; but 
never, to the violation of a good ' conſcience, or the 
proſtitution of your ſacred office. 
Be ſtrong in the grace which is in Chriſt Feſus, Let 
your dependence be wiſdom, fortitude, meekneſs, pa- 
tience - for every gracious quality and endowment he 
upon him, in whom all fulneſs dwells, and who hath 
ſaid to his miniſters, /o I am with you always even to the 


end of the world. 5 n 
Ever bear it in mind, that you are reſponſible to 
a maſter in heaven—the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
who, at the appointed time, will come to take account 
of his ſervants.” If you ſhould obtain mercy of the 
Lord to be faithful, and continue ſo to the end, you 
will hear from his mouth that ſentence of approbation 
and applauſe which will introduce you to joys unſpeak- 
able and full of glory Well done ther: good and faith- 
Jul fervant—thoy haſe been faithful —enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lorg d SIGH) 
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RIGHT HAND or ' FELLOWSREP 


BY REV. SAMUEL EATON, oF 
HARPSWELL, 55 


. * bt, "ak a. « #%. * * 


M HEN our bleſſed Lord and Saviour lebe 
unis aſcended up on high, he gaye gifts. unto 
men, not only prophets, evaggeliſts and apoltles, but 

| paſtors and teachers, for the apt of the 510g l or 
the perfecting of Saints, and for | 


the faith h, to the knowledge of. th be x, Gop, and 
tg! the meaſurę of the ſtature of the fullneſs of. Chriſt. 

THE primitive Church we oftai 
deo: and profeſs to copy after. Ng, 
things which the e firſt Chriſtians were. remarka | 
zur their conſtant attendance upon divine pf 


life of communion, wor only with Gop the father, fon 


nd oy 7 ghoſt but with all t that are godly in Chriſt ; 


haye benefit of the f. ſame ord linances, par- 


e 97 the £ ſame promiſes, are led. b the ſame ſpir it, 
<a lite from the lame root, on hold "ve: Ame 


F Axp as particular chriflians, 10 ch 
zn communion with one another, by n 


ek acknoulegging e n 
A regyl arly called e | 
miſter rs; A | the laſt of tbeſe 1 
mainly j inte: | c Feremer 
hand of tellowſhip to one 

the minſti 


* 


** 
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Ax. as vou, Si, have ſlaken upon you the charge 
of this dear flock, have now. in a regular and ſolemn 
manner been introduced into the ſacred office of the 

-miniſtry, by prayer with impoſition. of bands, and as 
:the only thing remaining to compleat the preſent o- 
lemnity is ta giye the right hand of fellowſhip, I do 
now in the game, and at the deſire of this venerable 
n declare, that, being ſatisfied with 

 -yaur-qualificatiqns for the miniſterial work, we cordis 

Ally goncur with the choice which this church and con- 

gregation have made ot you to be their paſtor, in token 

of Which, I give you my right haud. 


S0 James, Cephas and John gave to Paul and Bar- 
nabas the right hand of fellowſhip, to ſignify that they 


owned them to be true miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. In 


us in the miniſtry, and welcome you into the vineyard 
of the Lord of hoſts. And as we ſhall ever be ready to 
give you our beſg advice when needed and aſked, ſo we 
hall expect the like favour from you and this church. 
_ FT 
t hand. | © 26 5 | 
ou are called to the paſtoral office in a difficult 
day - but let none of the trials you may meet with diſ- 
courage you, but lead you to the rock that is higher 
than all, The grace of Chriſt is daten for us and 
vou; for greater is he that is for us, than all who are, 
ie 
Hers then, my dear brother, we leave you to ſtand 
and labour in your lot, till the end of the days appoint- 
ed for you. God prolong your life, and render it pre- 
cious to the people of your charge. May the ear that 
hears yau bleſs you, and the eye that ſees you bear 
witneſs to you. May he that holds the ſtars in his 
Tight hand, guide you in a ſhining courſe of perſonal 
ſanctity and publick uſefulneſs here, and finally bring 
you to the enjoyment of thoſe pleaſures which flow at 
God's right hand forever. e 
N I have 


like manner we acknowledge you to be a partner With 


| > 3 
I bave a Mort worc᷑ tir add to the church and . 
tian ſociety in this place. 

Dearly beloved, partakers of the keovenly rolling: 
United by the bond of love, we rejoice that be 11 | 
has riſen uon your horizon, that you have this day a 
paſtor ſet over yo. We falute you much an the Lord. 
Nereide him as a precious gift of our aſcended Saviour. 
Eſteem him very highly in love for his works fake. 

Attend upon hib miniſtry- carry him in your prayets 

to the throne of grace and if there be any ednſola- 

tion in Chriſt; fellowſhip of the ſpirit and comfort of 

love, endeavour to be of one accord, of one mind. 
Ax flo may the God of peace which brought a- 

gain from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great ſheÞ- 

herd of the ſheep, through the hiood vf the everlaſt- 

ing covenant, make you perfect im every good. work, 

working in you that which is Ton eng in is ght, 
neg a8 Ohrift. a | 
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